We shall best express for ourselves and ensure from others the praise which this admirable monograph deserves, by giving an abstract of its contents, and by removing it from the obscurity in which its language hides it. The only preface we need make is, that whatever form of monstrosity we refer to is illustrated by one or more well-authenticated and clearly described examples of it, which have either occurred in the author's own researches or been taken from the works of others; so that an abstract can, in reality, be little more than a syllabus of the facts which are distributed in the richest profusion throughout the work.
either a single part, or a whole system of organs is multiplied, more or less of the constituents of two bodies being united in one. He arranges all the members of this class in several principal divisions, the distinctions of which are based at once upon the prominent external and the most important internal characters; and within each class he again orderly arranges a number of subordinate forms determined chiefly by the extent and the complexity of the monstrosity in each.
I. The first division is that of Heteradelphia ; this name being adopted from Geoffroy St. Hilaire to indicate those double bodies of which the components are very unequal, and of which one part may be regarded as the stem or trunk to which another organized part, or even a whole body, less developed than itself, is affixed like a parasite.
Both the nature and the situation of this parasite are various. Most often indeed it is fixed to the epigastric region ; but it is also not unfrequently seated on the head, the pelvis, and many other parts of the body. On whatever part it is fixed, it is held there by no mere external adhesion, but by an intimate connexion of parts ; by blood-vessels and a loop of intestine, or some such important organic bond of union, as to constitute one being with the twin stem to which it is inseparably connected.
Examples of this kind of monstrosity have been published in considerable numbers.
Arranged according to the nature and the seat of attachment of the parasitic portion, Dr. Vrolik refers to and describes cases in which a second head was fixed to the epigastrium, to the back, to the skull, the vertex, and the lower jaw; others, and these more numerous, in which a pelvis and lower extremities seemed to grow from the walls of the abdomen, or from the other pelvis; others in which superfluous upper or lower (anterior or posterior) extremities were connected with the front wall of the abdomen, with the back, the side of the chest, the head, or the other limbs; others, again, in which the appended parasite was a headless monster with four limbs; and lastly, in a fourth class, the cases in which it consisted of a complete individual with a head and four limbs attached to the epigastric or the pubic region of its more developed fellow.
The common character by which this whole division is distinguished from other double monsters is the comparatively smaller size, and, in general, the defective development of the part which is termed the parasite. Imagine this difference removed by the fuller development of the parasite, by its obtaining all its own organic apparatus, and by its growing pari passu with the other, and an exact idea of complete duplicity* will be formed. It will be observed also, (and this is a point especially to be borne in mind both in this and in all the other divisions,) that in the several members of this class there is a regularly graduate series from those in which the superfluous part is only an ill-developed limb, to those in which the parasite differs from the stem in nothing but its inferior size, and its dependence for nutrition. The cases of the last kind however are rare; Dr. Vrolik has been able to find but three ; much more commonly the parasite, even when it possesses its full numerical ? The term may appear strange; but our language has no other adapted to the purpose, and its use in this sense is warranted by the similar employment of simplicity in descriptions of both moral and physical characters.
[Oct. "In lateral duplicity the two bodies are not set opposite to one another, but are turned sideways from one another. They have a common thoracic cavity, for the formation of which (at least in the highest degree of duplicity) the right ribs of one body and the left of the other proceed towards the anterior and posterior aspects, and are there connected with an anterior and posterior sternum. The best idea of the construction of this osseous fabric may be formed by supposing the two complete chests of two bodies to be set one against the other, and that then the anterior extremities of the right ribs of the right body, and those of the left ribs of the left body unite with one sternum and pull it forwards, while, in the same manner, the left ribs of the right body and the right of the left unite on the posterior aspect with the other sternum and carry it backwards. 
